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Chair’s Message 

Another year has gone by. This year however has been more challenging and despite the tough year, the Play Association Hammersmith & Fulham (PAHF) 

has still gone from strength and strength. During 2014-15, PAHF continued to work closely with; 

 Hammersmith & Fulham Council’s Disabled Children's Team 

 Kensington & Chelsea Council’s Children with Disabilities Team and Play Service, including Flash Point Centre in particular 

 Westway Community Transport 

 HATS Community Transport 

 Sands End Associated Projects In Action (SEAPIA) 

 Westminster Council’s Play Service 

 Queensmill School  

 Jack Tizard School  

 Fulham Boy’s Free School 

 Fulham Boy’s College 

 Chelsea Football Club, especially Chelsea Health & Spa Club 

 Virtual School and Holland Park School 

 St Andrews Church, Fulham 

 CAPCO 

 

For a good part of the year, PAHF continued to work from two different homes with the temporary office finally arriving in September 2014. Steve and 

Melanie have done a brilliant job holding things together. 

On behalf of the trustees, I would like to thank Steve and Melanie, Ginette, Anwar and all the staff team for their continued hard work.   

 

        Lesley Schwartz 
       Chair of Trustees 
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Chief Executive’s Report 

Despite our turnover reducing somewhat to just over £350k, we managed to record a surplus of around £12k during this financial period. This 
is a very good effort considering our office was out of action for virtually the whole year. This was due to problems with planning department 

at LBHF and subsequent delays in BT fitting cables and connections to our temporary accommodation.  
 
Melanie, Lesley and myself managed to keep things ticking over as much as we could by organising business and 
getting the work of the charity done from home. This was far from an ideal situation and we occasionally hired 
space at The Dawes Road Hub in Fulham. Thanks go to SOBUS and the Fulham Trust for facilitating that for us.  
 
The year was also quite tough for me and the Schwartz family personally, due to family severe illness within our 
families and needing to attend a multitude of hospital appointments with family members. This put a strain on the 
core team and during this time the support and understanding of our staff and trustees was much appreciated.  
 
The charity’s projects and profile has continued to gain momentum, despite the lack of 
solid office space. We were approached by Chelsea Football Club’s Health Club and Spa 

and opened a crèche for the health club members in February. We also have a new junior youth club in West 
Kensington Estate in partnership with St Andrew’s Church and will be operating from Fulham Boys School; this is 
due to open in April 2015.  
 
I have to acknowledge the work of the trustees during this unstable time and look forward to them taking an even 
more active part in the business of the charity in the future. I also look forward to the office being reinstated so the 
feeling of house arrest I have over the last year diminishes somewhat!     
 
 

           
 
          Steve Boeje 
        Chief Executive 
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Our Mission  
 
We at PAHF believe that every child has the right to play freely, and that play is an essential part of the welfare and development of children. We work to 
promote, support, improve and deliver children’s play opportunities in Hammersmith & Fulham and surrounding boroughs, in response to local need. We 
do this in a range of ways, including:  

 delivering specialist play provision for children with complex needs  
 delivering outreach play sessions in deprived areas  

 delivering individualized, bespoke play and mentoring services for individuals  
 providing support to play in the borough and promoting good models of playwork practice  

 representing the play sector on various partnerships and networks  
 

The Team  

 

Board of Trustees  
 

Chair of Trustees  
Lesley Schwartz  

Treasurer  
Louise Saunders  

Parent Representative  
Gary Sweetman  

 

Trustees: Emma Hutchinson, Paula Merrony-Potton, Nigel Keelson-Anfu, Stephen Sayer 
 

Head Office Team  
Chief Executive  
Steve Boeje 

Play Development Worker  
Melanie Schwartz 

   
  

 

 

 
Senior Playwork Team  
 

Pamela Shields, Lesley Schwartz, Farid (Pepe) Abdulla, Katie O’Brien, Melanie Schwartz, Howaida Amin, Stacey Nelson, Ellen Cockburn, Shirag Ahmed, Aaron 

Evans, Simon Spencer, Zoe Onwugbonu 

Playworkers 
 

Magda S, Magda K, Peter, Poonam, Kojo, Ngozi, Elli, Pesh, Hayedeh, Kham, Keely, Kitty, Alison M, Eduardo, Sandy, Saed, Toks, Emily, Jennifer, Leah, Anna, 
Belen, Colette, Artur, Rochelle, Nicola, Fiona, Anita, Annette, Mercy, Zoe, Jacklyn, Nilufar, Lisa G, Tahir, Chris C, Sharon, Sofia, Hannah B, Mercedes, Adiza, 
Florence, Tazmyne, Aimee, Megan, Daniça, Janet, Nuria, Elena, Claire J, Irena, Ela, Suad, Fiona, Luul, Lisa N, Joel, Natasha, Jacob, Estera, Rosie, Hadil, 
Amanda, Mila, Laura, Josephine, Chris A, Dante, Isabel, Karen, Keely, Jason H, John, Kevin, Amina, Luke, Jessie, Joe, Taz, Michele, Georgina, Lauren, Mary, 
Charlotte, Serena, Toks, Zach, Stevo, Alison W, Bim, Marcus, Pauline, Sulay, Anthony, Daniel, Fayola, Rebecca, Allison C,  
 

Volunteers and support: Steven, Miranda, Lul, Cosmas, Isabella, Rohan 
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The Antony Lillis Project - Over Eights 
 
The over eights started this year at Mund Street, where the whole of Queensmill School were condensed into one in 
preparation for the big move to their new purpose-built building at the start of the new term. The school moved into their new 
home in September 2014 and we joined them in November 2014 due to works needing to be carried out on the weekends. We 
ran our October half term   service from Fulham Boy’s College and Flashpoint Centre in Chelsea, and our Saturday service from 
Jack Tizard School, as we had to be out of the Mund Street building when Queensmill was. We currently run from the new 
Queensmill School situated on Uxbridge Road, Shepherds Bush and are close to amenities. The school is well facilitated with a 

body shop, soft play room, AV room with moving floor and interactive and explorative activities, 
cooking area, art room and water play room – the children love cooking. We care for children with 
cerebral palsy, high and low functioning autism, global development delay and Down syndrome 
among other needs. The project still runs during school holidays from Tuesday to Saturday and on 
Saturdays only in term time. We continue to uphold our contracts with Kensington & Chelsea and Hammersmith & Fulham – 
Kensington and Chelsea now send children on 3 days a week over the holidays and fortnightly during term time. 
 
We were lucky enough to get support from Realtimearts, who provide music therapy sessions for the children most Saturdays 
and school holidays. The children have really benefited from the workshops as it encourages them to express themselves in a 
positive, non-verbal way. The children have fun with movement, rhythm and instruments and it encourages the children to go 
off and experiment with music independently. Over time the children have become more communicative, have de veloped 
social skills and play together to create music. One of our youn  g people created a song about ‘London Undergrou  nd’ and 

another was very reluctant to attend at first; now he sits outside the music room, waiting for the teacher, and always has an extended session. 
 
The specialist playworkers support and facilitate the children's play in a creative environment, with recognition for positive 
development of life skills and access to play activities and the building encourages and enables children of differing abilities 
to play adventurously, creatively and imaginatively, allowing children to obtain the full benefit of the facilities and stimulating 
play environment. The staff support the children around the building and help and encourage them to participate in 
activities. This year we recruited new playworkers that provide a wealth of extensive experience and help to bring out the 
best in the children, supporting them to grow and develop into independent adults.  All of our children have a minimum of 
1:1 support and are encouraged to engage in play and make and maintain friendships. We are lucky to have such a 
supportive, diverse and positive team of playworkers who continue to provide a happy, safe, fun and stimulating play 
environment. I would like to thank all PAHF staff, especially Lesley and Mel for their support and ensuring the continuous 
success and smooth running of the play centre 
 
       Pamela Shields  
       Senior Playworker 
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The Antony Lillis Project - Under Eights 
 
The under 8’s branch of the Antony Lillis Project still operates in school half terms and holidays, mainly supporting children 

with Autism and Global Development Delay.   We have had a number of under 8’s come of age and have moved up to the 

over 8’s project. Because of this the under 8’s have decreased in numbers and we hope to have some new children join us 

soon, as we plan to continue offering an under 8’s service. We still run from the same building as the over 8’s 

simultaneously, and all the children take part in activities together. 

This year has been another busy one, moving buildings and working around Queensmill 

School’s plans. We spent most of the year at Mund Street and in October half term, we 

spent the week at Fulham Boys College. By the Christmas holiday we had moved into the 

new school building in Shepherds Bush. The children found it a little difficult to settle at first due to the changes, however 

one they found their bearings the holiday ran smoothly. February half term was the first opportunity for all the children 

to see the new building and they enjoyed explo  ring all the new areas – they particularly liked the water play, soft play and 

interactive AV room. They have participated in the Realtimarts music sessions and are very in  quisitive, exploring all the 

instruments and their vocals on the microphone. 

We have noticed a number of changes in the children (besides them all getting taller!); 

 From virtually being non-verbal to now forming communication through one word, or short sentences 

 Not being able to socialise or eat their lunch in the same room as their peers, to now sitting at the table 

with their peers to eat their lunch and snacks. 

 Better understanding of language for those whom English as a second language. 

 They have started toilet training successfully 

 Learning to ride a bike, play ball and other activities that require hand/eye co-ordination. 

 Enjoying play and interacting with others  

 

BBC Children in Need have funded the core costs for project in the past and this expired in February 2014. We have since continued to seek funding from 

elsewhere and currently the children’s packages of care, provided by the local authority, funds the playworkers. This allows the children and their families to 

continue receiving respite.  

 
      Lesley Schwartz 
      Senior Playworker 
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We have continued to run our after school project, Pop-Up Play in Emlyn Gardens Estate, Shepherds Bush. 

Children that reside in the estate are able to express themselves through play, safely and with the help of our staff 

and their partners. There are a range of activities on offer, the most popular includes cooking, arts and crafts, 

football and board games. We offer to help children with their homework and any ideas they have, we are happy 

to help them create and make it happen. All children are welcome to join, however if they are under 8 years of age 

they need to bring a parent or guardian with them. The children and parents really enjoy coming to the project and 

spending time together doing a range of different activities and getting to know each other. Unfortunately the 

funding for Pop-Up Play expired in November 2014 and the local councilors and Emlyn Gardens Residents’ Association have been trying to 

assist with this, as it’s a project that they want to continue. We are hoping that it will be up and running again soon.  
 

      Katie O’Brien 
      Deputy Playworker 

 
At the end of 2014 we were approached by the Health Club and Spa at Chelsea Football Ground. They have a crèche which they run for their 

members and they were looking for an organisation to take it on. Lesley’s details were passed on 

and meetings were arranged. Chelsea was happy for us to start work and we opened the crèche for 

the first time in February 2015. As the health club hadn’t had a crèche since November 2014, not 

many children were enrolled to begin with. We currently have 6 children registered and numbers 

are slowing growing. The health club staff and parents are very supportive and are keen to make 

the crèche a success. It is a money earner for PAHF as any money made from fees goes directly into 

the organisation’s pocket. It has been mentioned that Chelsea would like us to manage their match 

day crèche at the start of the new season too – we will be taking on the current staff. The match 

day service has previously been free to parents and the health club have said that they will pay for 

this service. We are currently working on the Ofsted registration as we would like to extend the operational hours. 

 

       Melanie Schwartz 

       Deputy Playworker 

Other Services 
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PAHF’s outreach services aim to support young people, for whom play scheme is not appropriate, in their local community. My role is to 

engage with and assist a young person, who has a range of impairments and conditions such as severe learning difficulties, autism and 

epilepsy. The support for this young man in particular is offered on a 2:1 basis and is tailor made to suit his needs, wants and interests. He is 

consulted regularly about what he wants and his playworkers aim to make it happen. This type of service gives the family several hours of 

respite, as well as allowing the young person the opportunity explore, enjoy and participate in activities in his community safely and 

effectively, promoting social skills, positive self-image, high self-esteem and independence.  He is supported and stimulated throughout the 

session and is encouraged to be involved in making decisions regarding his day. After each session, we are required to record the work 

carried out with the young person, which includes monitoring and evaluating his progress, including any risks that have or may occur. 

In the last year we have worked with him to cover the following areas; 

 Reinforcing the STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and THINK road safety procedure 
 Appropriate behaviour on public transportation 
 Developing communication skills with shop assistants, including enquiring about or requesting to 

view a product 
 How to compare prices from store to store, budgeting skills and how to manage his allowance 

effectively 
 Retain and organise receipts of purchased items 
 Explaining his choice of meal when placing an order 
 Keeping track of time 
 Being aware of his surroundings and empathetic towards others 

We are responsible for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the young person. We work in partnership with other professionals, 

including social workers, teachers and activity team leaders, as well as the family to provide support and care for the young person. The work 

we do is beneficial to the young person and this reflects in the way he conducts himself in the community and his at home. He is due to turn 

18 soon and the parent has requested that PAHF continues to provide a service for him post 18. 

 

        Pepe Abdulla 

        Deputy Playworker and Outreach Worker 

Bespoke Services 
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We continued to provide 

support for Randolph 

Beresford until April 2014  

One of our playworkers has devised a 

programme of Nurturing sessions for children 

in Pupil Refferal Units. He, along with help 

from a colleague, approached the Lighthouse 

Refferal Unit and will be providing a 6 week 

pilot starting April 2015. This work will be done 

through PAHF 

We have provided 
support in schools and 
bespoke services for 
some of our current 

users in other settings 

 

We continued to provide support to Sands End 

Associated Projects In Action (SEAPIA), loaning a specialist 

playworker to support a young man with complex needs 

in their setting one day a week in term time and he 

attended the Antony Lillis Project in the school holidays 

too. At the start of the school year, SEAPIA decided that 

they could staff for him so this arrangement came to an 

end 

 

 

 

We continue to provide support for our children 
that play scheme is unsuitable for, sending 

playworkers to their home that engage them in 
activities and support them in the community. We 
still provide escorts for our children that find the 

transition/ transport difficult to deal with and work 
with the localities team in RBKC to support a young 

man at our site as well as others 

 

Pam continues to provide support for a young lady 

with Global Development Delay at school and at 

home. She helps with her school work as well as 

homework. She takes her out into the community 

and helps her to access activities and experiences 

such as visits to museums, art galleries, swimming, 

rock climbing and arts and crafts activities 
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It’s been another busy year, however fundraising has unfortunately taken a bit of a back seat. With 

no office space for most of the year and all of the office equipment packed into storage, the team 

have been working from home in order to keep the organisation and its projects running. It was a 

double-whammy for us as the Parsons Green Club, where our office is based, has in the past been 

our main venue for hosting events and we have lost this temporarily due to the club’s 

redevelopment. This is due for completion in the first half of 2017.  

In September, we finally received our office space and the team have worked hard to get things 

back up and running, including putting together funding bids and brainstorming ideas for 

fundraising. 

Despite our lack of fundraising, this has still been a sound financial year for us. We have retained our contracts with 

Kensington & Chelsea and Hammersmith & Fulham disability services and have received several grants from charities 

such as BBC Children in Need and Hammersmith United Charities. We have received donations from both the Public & 

Private sectors and were very lucky to receive a generous donation of Christmas gifts for the children from Disney. One 

of our biggest supporters at the moment is Sainsbury’s in Fulham, who we have built a good relationship with and they 

are happy for us to hold collection days in-store for our charity. We held a raffle in the Christmas holiday and at the 

AGM in January, with help from staff, parents and friends and collectively raised £200. We still have our collection 

boxes in local venues, however some businesses are now reluctant to display charity boxes so if you know of any local 

shops, pubs or restaurants who may display one of our boxes please let us know.  

In closing, I would like to say a big thank you to every connected with us whether it be a member of our staff team, 

volunteer, contributor or fund-raiser. Your generosity and support is much appreciated. Also not forgetting my fellow Trustees, because 

without your help there would be no PAHF. Thanks to all. 

 

       Louise Saunders 

       Treasurer and Director 

 

This Year’s Highlights - Treasurer’s Report 


