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Chair’s Message

Wow! Another year has flown by again but this year has been a bit more challenging, especially the last quarter.  
But Play Association Hammersmith & Fulham (PAHF) again has gone from strength and strength. During 2015-16, PAHF 
continued to work closely with;

•Hammersmith & Fulham Council’s Disabled Children's Team and Localities Team
•Kensington & Chelsea  Council’s Children with Disabilities Team, Localities Team and Play Service
•Ealing Council’s Disabled Children’s Team
•HATS Community Transport
•Westway Community Transport
•Sands End Associated Projects In Action (SEAPIA)
•Westminster Council’s Play Service
•Queensmill School
•Jack Tizard School
•Fulham Boys Free School
•Chelsea Health Club and Spa
•St Andrew’s Church, Fulham,
•CAPCO

On behalf of the trustees, I would like to thank Steve, Melanie, Ginette, Anwar and all the staff team for their 
continued commitment and hard work.  

Lesley Schwartz
Chair of Trustees



Chief Executive’s Report

This year could be described as one of consistently delivering our main projects. We did, however grow 
our turnover by approximately 20%. Our turnover was £420.358  (a cash surplus of £800 but a slight loss 
when depreciation of equipment taken into account). So another good year in terms of delivery of service.

We settled into the temporary office Porta-Kabin at Parsons Green Sports & Social Club and were thus 
able to process our central functions from a set base this year, once we had a  phone line and 
broadband!

The trustee’s team remained consistent, however, we had Stephen Sayer join who subsequently led 
on contracts and Kirsty Heeley, providing support and guidance on fundraising and our website 
re-vamp - both proved to be very valuable additions to the team. 

The staff team remain arguably our best asset and I feel confident that we are able to provide staff of good quality for 
any potential projects. We continued to support other agencies and organisations, providing staff when needed.

We will be looking to develop the organisation going forward and continue to work with partners in Westminster and 
Kensington & Chelsea on ensuring there will be a good play offer for families across the tri-borough area. 

Steve Boeje
CEO 



Our Mission 

We at PAHF believe that every child has the right to play freely, and that play is an essential part of the welfare and development of 
children. We work to promote, support, improve and deliver children’s play opportunities in Hammersmith & Fulham and surrounding
boroughs, in response to local need. We do this in a range of ways, including: 

• delivering specialist play provision for children with complex needs 
• delivering outreach and youth play sessions in deprived areas 

• delivering individualized, bespoke play and mentoring services for individuals 
• providing support to play in the borough and promoting good models of playwork practice 

• representing the play sector on various partnerships and networks

Who We Are

Play Association Hammersmith and Fulham is a voluntary organisation that provides play opportunities and experiences for 
children in and around West London boroughs. We currently provide crèche services, junior youth projects in deprived parts of 
the borough and specialist play schemes on Saturdays and Holidays that provide respite for RBKC and LBHF families. We are a 
charity, as well as a company limited by guarantee.

We are allocated some of the most complex and challenging children in the borough as well as supporting children that are unable
to access or have been excluded from other provisions – for some families we are their last resort. We have never turned a child or 
young person away and have always endeavoured to work with families and other professionals as much as possible to extend 
opportunities for children and young people. 



The Team 

Board of Trustees

Chair Of Trustees                          Treasurer                     Parent Representative      Director                                

Lesley Schwartz Louise Saunders                  Gary Sweetman Paula Merrony-Potton

Trustee                              Trustee Trustee

Emma Hutchinson               Stephen Sayer Kirsty Heeley

Head Office Team 

Play Development Worker

Chief Executive                                (Part-time: April-Sept 2015, Full-time: Sept 2015 onwards)

Steve Boeje Melanie Schwartz

Senior Playwork Team 

Pamela Shields, Farid (Pepe) Abdulla, Katie O’Brien, Melanie Schwartz, Lesley Schwartz, Aaron Evans, Stacey Nelson, Simon Spencer, Ellen 
Cockburn, Zoe Onwugbonu, Shirag Ahmed, Howaida Amin

Playworkers

Aimee, Magda S, Kojo, John F, Elli, Pesh, Peter, Steph, Sulay, Hayedeh, Sandy, Toks, Emily, Jennifer, Belen, Colette, Luul, Kham, Lisa, Rochelle, 
Nicola, Anita, Joe, Hadil,  Jacklyn, Florence, Janet, Matilda, Estera, Allison C, Amanda, Tanise, Zoe B,  Bisi, Charlotte, Pauline, Danica, Ela, 
Mary, Saed, Nicola, Megan, Ngozi, Michele, Suad, Sofia, Daniel E, Anna, Fiona H, Elena, Georgina, Hannah, Gamila, Jessie, Luke, Marcus, 
Tahir, Taz, Rebecca, Alison M, Magda K, Amina A, Hasan, Anthony, Daniel C, Asha, John O, Marzia, Shenell, Kwame, Jason, Tiehnna, Amina S, 
Fiona L,  Katherine, Nathan, Will, Ahamed, Abigail, Annette, Estera, Sherine, Izzy



Anthony Lillis Project

We have now settled in at Queensmill’s purpose-built school in Shepherd's Bush. The school is well 
facilitated with body shops, multi-sensory rooms, water play room, cooking room, art room, soft play and 
Audio Visual room with moving floor. We continue to care for children and young people with cerebral 
palsy, high and low functioning autism, global development delay and down syndrome, amongst other 
needs. We were approached by Ealing DCT regarding some young people they had no provision for. In 
October half term we had our first client from Ealing, shortly followed by 2 more in the new year. We 
continued to take requests from LBHF and RBKC localities teams.

The project continues to run every Saturday during term time and Tuesday to Saturday in school half terms and holidays. The 
specialised playworkers support and encourage play in a creative environment, with recognition for positive development of life 
skills and access to play activities. The building encourages and enables children of differing abilities to play adventurously,
creatively and imaginatively, allowing them to obtain the full benefit of the setting. All of our young people have a minimum
of 1:1 support and are encouraged to engage in play and make and maintain friendships.

We continued receiving amazing support from Lucy and Kerry at Realtimearts, organising and carrying out tailor-made music 
therapy sessions with the young people. This has encouraged the young people to express themselves in a positive, non-verbal 
way. In the summer we were able to access ‘The Big Splash’ at Jack Tizard School and the young people attended many workshops, 
as well as sessions in their Hydro-Therapy Pool. We took a trip to Thames Valley Adventure Playground in October and as always, a 
good time was had by all. At Christmas the group went to Chelsea Football Club for an open day; they took pictures with the 
mascots, saw Santa and got to see real penguins and reindeer. The children took part in local outings too, such as walks to and 
around Shepherds Bush Market, supermarkets, parks and the pet shop.

We are lucky to have such a supportive, diverse and positive team of playworkers that continue to provide a happy, safe, fun and
stimulating play environment. I would like to thank the whole team, especially Pamela and Melanie for their support and ensuring 
the continuous success and smooth running of the play scheme.

Katie O’Brien
Deputy Playworker



Chelsea Crèche

The crèche had only been running for a few months, however by April had started to build up a small client base – the crèche 
had been closed since November 2014 and some of the clients had moved on or assumed the crèche was no longer.  We are 
lucky to have some very supportive and enthusiastic parents, that want this service to continue. We started the year with a 
total of 6 children on our books and this had doubled by the end of the year. 

The crèche cares for children and babies aged 12 weeks to 6 years, with the exception of children up to the age of 8 years in
school holidays. This is a fee-paying service and any money made goes directly to our charity. The service operates Monday to 
Thursday, 9am till 12pm. Fridays were always very quiet so the crèche would open if bookings were made. We run this service 
for Chelsea’s Health Club and Spa and liaise very closely with their reception team. 

We applied for Chelsea’s Ofsted registration to be transferred to us, so that we could extend the operational hours as this 
seemed appealing to our parents, however this took longer than hoped. We hope to have this sorted by next year.

We were soon approached and asked if we would take over the running of the match day crèche, which was previously 
managed by security. We met with managers and the match day team at Chelsea and agreed to take on the service at the start 
of the new season. We employed their team to run the crèche - Sue, Karen and Lydia operate the match day crèche service and 
we provide extra staff from our pool when needed. The match day crèche operates Saturday and/or Sunday matches that kick-
off at or before 5.30pm. Their client group is aged 1-6 years and bookings for this are taken via the Health Club reception. This 
was previously a free service, however as the Health Club will be overseeing the running of it, they very kindly offered to pay for 
the service to ensure it remained free for families.

We hope that the crèche expands further over the coming year, including the advance of our Ofsted registration. There are 
talks of the ground being re-developed, however won’t know any more on this until plans are underway.

Melanie Schwartz
Deputy Playworker



Double You 14

Making it’s debut in June 2015, Double You 14 is a junior youth project based at Fulham Boy’s School on the Gibbs Green 
Estate, West Kensington. The project aims to provide a much needed friendly and safe place and facilitate activities for children 
and young people living in the estate and surrounding area. We support those from ages 8 to 14 years - we have a couple that 
have turned 15 that keep haunting us! The current group are a typical bunch of fun-loving, opinionated kids and are always up 
for a game of tag!

As Fulham Boys used to be Queensmill School, we are quite familiar with the building. We’re very fortunate to have use of a 
large outdoor sports pitch, as well as indoor space with basketball hoops. We did some consultation with the young people 
about their interests and started a music workshop on Fridays, where a few have relished in the opportunity to create their own 
cover or song/rap from scratch, sing and use the microphone booth and learn about music production. Cooking was another 
request which has been very well received, with almost all taking part so long as there isn't too much washing up to be done!
We try to encourage creativity and time spent doing arts & crafts , even if only for a little down-time from footy or basketball, 
however it's fair to say that it's mainly our under 10’s that enjoy art. 

Double You 14 works well because although a small number socialise together on the estate, the majority don't or aren’t 
allowed/trusted to because of the dangers perceived by parents. As a club, we have a very diverse group, with backgrounds 
including West African, European, Asian, Middle Eastern etc. One of our main aims is to help children in communicating with 
peers from other backgrounds and celebrate our differences. We try to foster this through monthly outings such as swimming, 
cinema, rock climbing, museums, parks and play areas , as this enables them to enjoy and share experiences and adventures as 
a group, with people they may not have met otherwise. We provide a safe environment, within which they’re able to express 
themselves, develop social skills and find ways to overcome their differences.

Marcus Begg
Senior Playworker



PAHF’s outreach services aim to support young people, for whom play scheme is not appropriate, in their local community. My role is to 
engage with and assist a particular young person, who has a range of impairments and conditions such as severe learning difficulties, autism 
and epilepsy. The support for this young man in particular is offered on a 2:1 basis and is tailor made to suit his needs, wants and interests. He 
is consulted regularly about what he wants and his playworkers aim to make it happen. This type of service gives the family several hours of 
respite, as well as allowing the young person the opportunity explore, enjoy and participate in activities in his community safely and 
effectively, promoting social skills, positive self-image, high self-esteem and independence. He is supported and stimulated throughout the 
session and is encouraged to be involved in making decisions regarding his day, as well as managing his finances, developing communication 
skills, explaining his thoughts and feelings, managing his time and appropriate behaviour in public.

The work we do is beneficial to the young person and this reflects in the way he conducts himself in the community and at home. He turned 
18 in September 2015 and we continued to provide this service for him at his and his families request.

Pepe Abdulla
Deputy Playworker and Outreach Worker

In April 2015, we launched a nurture group programme - this was a collaborative project between PAHF and Therapy and Nurture Connection 
(TNC), of which I am a senior trainee psychotherapist. The programme offered nurturing and therapy sessions for individuals and groups and 
was made available to mainstream, specialist schools and children's referral centres. The proposal was to provide therapeutic intervention to 
support 6 young people through a programme especially devised for the their needs and that of the group. The activities could be tailored so 
that they were appropriate in terms of what may appeal to and match the young person’s needs and interests, in order to take up their path 
of development and move on positively, boosting confidence, self-expression and self esteem along the way.

The programme started in May 2015, lasting 6-weeks and consisted of a 60 minute session once a week, ran by two facilitators. The 
programme aimed to provide a child-centred approach to supporting young people to reach their full potential and one-to-one art therapies 
were made available to help with reflection, habitual tendencies and patterns of behaviour. The young people involved commented that they 
“enjoyed art” and were “able to start working together”

Sandy Leslie
PAHF Playworker and TNC Psychotherapist

Bespoke Work



We provided after 

school support for 

some of our 

Queensmill clients

Pam continued to provide support for a young lady 

with Global Development Delay at school and at 

home up till the start of the summer holidays. She 

helped with her school work as well as homework 

and took her out into the community to access 

activities and experiences such as visits to 

museums, art galleries, swimming, rock climbing 

and arts and crafts activitiesWe provided playworkers for 

mainstream play and inclusion to 

RBKC Play Service over the 

school holidays

We supported a 

young man to access 

our provision and 

another, as well as 

escorting him to and 

from home

We continued to 

provide support 

and passenger  

escorts for our 

clients that find 

transport difficult

We worked closely with 

localities teams, 

Queensmill School and 

other providers, 

allocating spaces on an 

emergency basis at our 

projects for their 

students/clients that 

were unable to access  

theirs or other provisions



This Year’s Highlights - Treasurer’s Report

With the rebuilding of the Parsons Green Sports Club still in progress, we have not been able to host as many events as we 
would like, however this has not prevented us from fundraising in other ways. Playworkers, volunteers and trustees have 
held their own charity evenings, ran marathons, manned craft stalls and sold home-made goods and food, there are too 
many to name but 
please accept our heartfelt thanks for all your efforts.

We have retained our contracts with RBKC and LBHF and have received grants from the likes of The Hedley 
Foundation. We are still receiving donations from both the Public & Private sectors with Sainsbury’s in 
Fulham remaining one of our big supporters. This year we were asked by LBHF to supply volunteers for 
the borough’s firework displays, for which we received £1750.00, split with SEAPIA and Budgens in 
Parsons Green nominated us as their Charity Carrier Bag Scheme recipient. Waitrose Fulham and their 
customers very kindly raised £280.00 for us  and we have our newest project, the Chelsea Crèche, up 
and running. Looking forward, we have started some exciting new partnership projects which are already 
proving to be profitable. 

As always in closing I would just like to say a big thank you to everyone connected with us, whether it be a 
staff member, contributor, fund-raiser or volunteer. Also not forgetting my fellow Trustees, because without 
your help there would be no PAHF.

Louise Saunders
Treasurer


